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“Even for a  

Mother-In-Law” 

Isaiah 40:121-31 

 Mark 1:29-39 
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“Torn on so many Levels” 

2 Kings 2:1-12 

Mark 9:2-9 
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Ash Wednesday 

“Where is Your Heart”  

Isaiah 58:1-12 

Joel 2:1-17  

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

February 21 

“How much water is too 
much” 

Genesis 9:8-17 

Mark 1:9-15 
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“Are you ready  

for the News” 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Mark 8:31-38 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Pastor:   

Rev. Philip Lake 

 
St. Matthew United Methodist Church 

2021 

St. Matthew was able to share the  

Nativity Story with over 400 guests & 1400 views online! 

Thank you to all of those who made this event  

such a wonderful experience! 
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Church Staff 
Rev. Philip Lake. Pastor 
Melissa Jacobs,  
     Administrative Secretary 
Wendie Ferrel, 
      Financial Secretary 
 Mary Kay Baker, Children’s/
Youth Coordinator, 
       Preschool Director 
Chris Lesley. Music Director  
Garry Yates, Organist 
Thresa Adams,  Brooke Wil-
son & Sue Hack, Custodial 
Tom Hack, Maintenance 

 

Prayer Concern 
 

Jerry Miller 
Myrtle Hollis 
Butch Huffer 
Dick & Hellen Rayles 
Denise Goodman 
Nita Sweeney 
Cathe Kas 
Katie Knoll 
Sue Hack 

Ronnie & Grace 

     Bryan 

Dave Russell 

Max Rodibaugh 

Nancy Raidy 

Ridge McIntosh 

Brian Heimbach 

Mary Ann Carr 

 

Persons in the 

 Military 

 
Nathan Lake  

Thank You 

St. Matthew United Methodist Church 

1951 Wilshire Dr. Frankfort, IN 46041  (765)654-5575 

Rev. Philip Lake, Pastor 

Email:  stmatthewfrankfort@smumc46041.org 

Website: www.stmattewfrankfort.com 

The March newsletter will be mailed Thursday, February 25, 2021 

Deadline for articles is Friday, February 17, 2020. 

 

Pastor Phil Office Hours 

 

Mon-Wed  

10am-1pm 

or as always  

by appointment 

 Thanks to the flower ladies and 

Deanna Wehr for the lovely 

flowers and visit. 

 

 Carolyne Schimmel 

The nativity Scene was made possible with all our wonderful servants. Our mighty 

servants were: Pastor Phil and Deb, Dianna Rothenberger, Peggy Kloenne, Preschool 

staff and children, Dan Frey, Dave Powers, Jan Kersey, Becky Griffy, Sam Schoonveld, 

Caitlen Douglass, Drew and Madigan Snyder, Daniel Pritchett, Cayden Johnson and his 

sheep, Kylee Howe and her pony, Bradley Baker, John Baker, Heavenli Johnson, Averie 

Baker, Jason Howe, Charles Frey, Keith Bricker and his crew, Ronny Gavala, Andrew 

Ferrel, Mike Nichols, Joe Hildgenhold, Larry Price, Jack Burrows, Doug Davis, Jan 

McGill, Colleen McKinzie, Todd DelaCroix, Paul DelaCroix, Schultz IGA, and Frito Lay. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Janeen for her guidance and expertise in making this 

event happen! Praying I didn’t forget anyone – all help was appreciated!   

      Mary Kay Baker 

Dear Church Family, 

 

I want to thank you for the prayers, 
words of comfort, and cards during 
Gary’s illness and death. Gary loved his 
church family, singing in the choir, and 
our church.  

Clara McNeal brought a lovely bouquet 
of flowers. I have loved looking at 
them. I certainly enjoyed Clara’s visit! 

We wish to thank Pastor Phil for all he 
had done for our family. We 
appreciated his words of comfort. 

 

  Sincerely, 

 

 Vicki, Missy & Chris Fresch,  

        Chris & Becca Griggs, and  

  Gary’s Grandchildren 

Tithes & Offerings 

 

Received to date:    

$28,768.00 

Needed to date:      

$38,235.50 

Missions $53.33 
Club 2020 to date: 

$671.00 

 

The St. Matthew United Methodist 
Women received an ALL-STAR 
award for meeting our budgetary 
and participation goals for 
2020.  This comes as we struggled 
with Covid and fundraising.   
Thanks again to those of you who 
through our donations helped to 
make this award possible. 
 
  Jan Gill 
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Thank You 

 

Many thanks to our Men’s Ministry for serving the Red 

Ribbon Christmas which is sponsored by Kokomo Rescue 

Missions. Red Ribbon Christmas provides families through 

application, in Clinton County, a Christmas filled with gifts 

and fixings for a meal. The crew of Larry Price, Steve 

Mullen, Mike Nichols, Joe Hilgenhold all assisted in 

helping unload the semi-trailer on Friday that was filled 

with gifts and food. That morning a crew from St. 

Matthew helped deliver the gifts. The crew of Bob 

Pearson, Larry Price, Gordon Gill, Jack and Janeen 

Burrows. Thank you for serving and being the hands and 

feet of Christ!    

 

 

Preschool sends many thanks to: 
 

Joe Hilgenhold, Tim Anno, Mike 
Nichols, and Paul DelaCroix for their 
weekly dedication in disinfecting our 

playground every single morning. 
Thank you for helping keep our 

preschool children safe from germs. 

The Music Department would like to 

express our appreciation for gifts receive in 

memory of: 

 

Ruth Jones 

Don Caruthers 

Gary Griggs 

Betty Underwood 

Betty Lou Swentzel 

 

Each of them was a good and faithful 

servant to a music legacy and a blessing to 

St. Matthew UMC. 

 

  Chris Lesley 

  Music Director 

Thanks to St. Matthew and especially 
the prayer group for all the prayers 
and support that you have given me. 
Prayer changes negatives into posi-
tives! 

 

  Love, 

        Mary Ann Carr 

 St. Matthew Staff 

 
February  

Birthdays 
(age 90 and above) 

Mary Hiles 
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The Ascetic Life  

 

My first readings in Christian spirituality were at the feet of Henri Nouwen and Thomas Merton. Though 
they were very different, I was drawn to silence as a path to inner healing and drawing closer to Christ.  

 

The word ascesis, which is Greek in its origin, points toward rigorous self discipline and a constant open-
ness to self discovery, learning of areas in our lives which need correction, healing and a new and better 
way to live and relate to God, self and others. It is balanced by grace, the unearned, unmerited, freely giv-
en love and mercy of God. It is lived out in solitude, but not exclusively. Methodism, at least in its American 
experience, did not formally have monastics. But, in my readings of John and Charles Wesley, it is more 
than apparent that their time in prayer and scripture study deeply informed their ministry. We are in the 
season of Epiphany. The word itself, means, “to make manifest.” Charles Wesley’s hymns point to such a 
manifestation of God’s glory and mercy, a divine outpouring of Light. This is especially true of the hymn, 
Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies.  

 

The struggle against darkness defines a struggle against depression, a sense of hopelessness, an over-
whelming sense that nothing matters. Luther also knew of such struggles, assaults by the Devil. They are 
called anfechtungen.  

 

As humans struggling with a sense of hopelessness, it is important that we recognize that darkness’ pres-
ence is real. But, it does not define us because we belong to Christ Jesus. And the Resurrection is the ar-
chetype of light shattering darkness and death. We are in such a time. While Epiphany (January 6) was 
marred by violence in our nation’s Capitol Building, such an outpouring of evil does not have the last word. 
We are a Resurrection people as Jesus’ followers. And evil moments, though life contains them, is not sole-
ly comprised of them, nor defined by them.  

 

I have been struck by the fact that Desert Fathers and Mothers certainly knew their share of inner dark-
ness, but, in their prayer disciplines, found a way to shed such darkness. Anthony the Great was an angry 
man before he went into the desert. But, after decades of solitude, he emerged a healed man, a sane man. 
I take great hope in this. I hope you do, too, because we are all human and struggle with aspects of our 
lives which are unhealthy. Charles Wesley’s great hymn, And Can It Be That I Should Gain? points to the 
luminosity of our faith. He wrote, “Long my imprisoned spirit lay, fast bound by sin and nature’s night; 
thine eye diffused a quickening ray; I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; my chains fell off, my heart was 
free, I rose went forth and followed thee.” 

 

 John Wesley had his heartwarming experience at Aldersgate on May 24, 1738, feeling his sins forgiven and 
his heart “strangely warmed.” Methodists celebrate Aldersgate Sunday every year. But, most of us, reading 
John Wesley’s Journal post Aldersgate, recognize that John wasn’t always “a conqueror.” He, like all of us 
experienced times in his life where he failed, many times. The prayer filled life rests not on our feelings, 
but on the steadfast love of God, on God’s mercy and goodness, which transcends feelings.  

 

  

                                   Continue page 5 

 Staying Connected! 
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 Staying Connected! 

 

 

The ascetic life is a marathon, not a sprint. I would remind my readers that even Jesus, on the mountain of 
transfiguration, had a mind blowing face to face with Moses and Elijah, hearing God’s voice saying, “This is 
my beloved Son. Listen to him.” But, then he returned to life at the foot of the mountain, filled with demon 
possessed people, religious and political leaders who sought power for power’s sake, and of course the Ene-
my, who returned to menace him in the Garden of Gethsemany, and on the Cross, accompanied by its isola-
tion, pain and shame. He prayed the 22nd Psalm on the Cross. The psalm begins in forsakenness, but ends in 
triumph. Easter Sunday and the Resurrection are the triumph.  

 

Jesus is for believers the Hope which all of us need, a reminder that evil, darkness and death do not have the 
final word. The words, “It is finished,” are not despairing words, but words which point to the completion of 
a mission for all of us by the Savior of the World. So, to quote Alan Jones, in his book, Soulmaking: The De-
sert Way of Spirituality, “Everywhere is a desert.”  

 

We are men and women, who wrestle with God’s angel, even to the break of Dawn. But the good news is 
that Christ walks with us as he did with the Emmaus Road Journeyers. And he is known to us in the breaking 
of the Eucharist Bread. He is the Living Presence, who never truly departs from us. Happy belated Epiphany: 
Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies, and who lives in us, each and every day. Amen.  

 

Your brother, Chris  

Brianna’s Hope met on Christmas Eve and we celebrated with our Brainna’s 
Hope family by having a Christmas meal followed by games. We had Pork Loin, 
Cheesy Potatoes, Green Beans, Layered Salad, Homemade rolls and homemade 
desserts. This meal was absolutely delicious and very much appreciated by our 
Brianna’s Hope participants and their families. We even blessed Parkview Home 
with our remaining dishes. THANK YOU goes to several ladies that donated 
homemade rolls -Janet Mennen, desserts -Mary Jo Giesler, Joni Pearcy, Jane 
Rodkey, Kathy Davies, Thresa Adams, Carol Price and Wendie Ferrel. Many 
thanks to Bob Pearson for preparing the meat.    

(I am so sorry if I left anyone out. We appreciated all donations and help).  

 

Brianna’s Hope – Our invitation is still open for you to join us on Thursday 
evenings at 6:30pm. 

Savior: A Study of Lent and the Cross 
Reverend Magrey R deVega takes us through the final weeks in Jesus life. 

 

Why do we celebrate Lent?  On the way to the Cross we discover what motivated Jesus, what 
he lived and died for.  If we walk with him and surrender the attitudes which keep us from 
him, we can become like him. 

 

Join us and discover what Jesus means for you and how you can live in his way.   

 

Taught by Rev. Phillip Lake and Rev. Chris Madison, beginning Wednesday, February 24  

for six weeks.  Time—7:00 p.m. 

Books available in the church office. Book Cost  $17 or Kindle $10 
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 Join us Sunday Morning For Worship! 

  Service starts  9:15am  

Here are other ways to stay connected from when you can’t be with us: 

*Worship services can be listened to on WILO AM 1570 or WILO 

FM 96.9 at 9:15am.         

 * Go to YouTube Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH3nUW-0rQhmN8Gs5VqLZaQ  Please like 

us and subscribe to Youtube. It doesn't cost anything and it sustains our web link.  

 *Watch us on Facebook at 9:15am                                                                                     

https://www.facebook.com/stmatthewfrankfort/                                                                              

Don’t have a Facebook account? Go to Facebook, when it asks for your log in, click “Not Now” and you will 

still be able to view many of our pre-recorded services.  

 *Services can also be listened to by going to the church web page           

https://www.stmatthewfrankfort.com/ , scroll to the bottom of the home page, and In the “Join Us on 
Sundays”  box, click on the “Learn More ”. Scroll half way down and “Click Here to Listen to WILO” box or by 
typing in the web address for WILO:  https://tunein.com/radio/WILO-1570-s29586/ 

Staying Connected! 

January/February         Missions Prayer Focus 

 

Open Door Clinic-Started by St. Matthew, provides low-cost medical care & 

drug coverage for uninsured and underinsured in Clinton County. 

 

Haiti Solar Oven Project– replacing depleted supply charcoal ovens for 

cooking after 2012 earthquake. www.solarovenpartnersumc.org 

 

Henderson Settlement– located in eastern Kentucky, ministering to one of the poorest counties 

in the US with a food pantry, clothing store, farm produce work opportunities infant & children 

programs. Www.hendersonsettlement.com 

 

Human Relations-encourages social justice and work with at-risk youth in US and Puerto Rico. 

Doctors Without Borders– providing impartial medical care to those in crisis, with no political or 

religious agenda. Www.doctorswithoutborders.org 

Back Pack Buddies– started by St. Matthew student Hadley Catron, DECA students at Frankfort 

High School provide weekend food for students in need. 

Tubman Gray School– UM School in Gbarnga, Liberia as part of Operation Classroom. St. 

Matthew work team, 2008.  www.liberiaunitedmethodistchurch.org 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH3nUW-0rQhmN8Gs5VqLZaQ
https://www.stmatthewfrankfort.com/
http://ri.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrB8pV9Lc1TNicAF_ejzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/RV=2/RE=1405984253/RO=11/RU=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pic2fly.com%2fMission%2bTrip%2bClip%2bArt.html/RK=0/RS=lwOppGsq1imK2VrG.EWf3ltdsH8-


7 

 

Children and Youth 

  Congratulations! 

 

   Roman Griffy  

            & 

     Allie DeVoe  

 

for receiving their 
3rd grade Bibles. 

 

Thank you to Jacki Crum, 
Linda Anno and Jane Carter 
for their continued support 
with our preschool program. 
We appreciate knowing you 
are there for us at any time! 
THANK YOU! 

Pizza’s can be picked up on: 

 Saturday, March 6 

      noon-2pm  

St. Matthew Church 

1951 Wilshire Drive , Frankfort               

      St. Matthew Community Preschool 

        Pizza Fundraiser 

St. Matthew Community Preschool is selling freshly made pizzas.  

Great to have for the freezer!  

Order NOW from any preschool child, teacher or call 654-4546.  

 

                                           Cheese pizza $12 

    Sausage pizzas $13 

    Pepperoni pizzas $13     

      Sausage and Pepperoni pizzas $14 

Orders and money due  

Feb. 23 

Payable to  

St. Matthew Community        

Preschool 

     Shelter Reality Pie Fundraiser 

  Pies are $10 each-sign up in the Narthex 

  

 

Starting February 1st, Sheltered Reality will be selling Wick’s pies for Easter! The pies will 

be for sale until February 28th. Sheltered Reality will make at least a 50% profit! Donations 

will be accepted! Pies will be available for pick up at the church on Monday, March 29th 

from 2pm-3:30pm. An Order form will be available in the Narthex for sign up or you can  

contact Caitlen Douglass or Emily Goodman. 
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St. Matthew 

United Methodist Church 

1951 Wilshire Drive 

Frankfort, IN 46041 

Our Vision 

Make Disciples of Jesus 

Christ 

Our Mission 

Worship God and    

   Experience God’s Love 

Invite Others to Faith in  

   Christ 

Grow in the Likeness of  

   Christ 

Love and Care for  

   Others 

Go Forth to Serve,  

   Sent by the Holy Spirit 

Mailing label 

goes here 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Non-Profit Org 
US Postage 

PAID 
Frankfort, IN 46041 

Permit No. 191 

Office Hours 
 

Monday -Thursday 
9am - 2pm   

 
Friday   

9am - 1pm 
 
 

 


